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Message from our Interim Moderator
As I write this message to you on a lovely Autumn afternoon I can see and hear the 
geese coming in to the bird sanctuary at Caerlaverock for the winter.

Nature is wonderful in how these birds can find their way year after year from 
their summer breeding grounds in the Arctic to their winter feeding grounds on 
our shore.

We can see God’s wonderful creation in the countryside and the seas around us 
and look at the stars twinkling in the sky at night. We give thanks to our farmers 
and fishermen for the bounty they provide for us which many take for granted.

Our world just now seems to me to be full of hatred and this is something we can 
only overcome through the love of our Lord Jesus Christ.

There is always need for harmony in our churches and we must remember that it 
is not the buildings we worship but God the Father, God the Son, and God the 
Holy Ghost, Three in One.

Let our churches be a beacon of light in our communities this Christmas where 
people from all faiths or none can come to hear the word of God and learn of the 
reconciling love of Jesus Christ. In your prayers, pray for our world, pray for the 
poor and hungry and dispossessed.

May I take this opportunity to wish you all a very blessed and joyful Christmas 
and a Happy New Year.

David Gibson

Interim Moderator

Christmas Greetings
The Kirk Session wish you all Peace and Joy  

this Christmas and Richest Blessings for 2020
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A THOUGHT FOR CHRISTMAS

“I just wish we would grow.”

“We don’t have enough young people.”

“There’s not enough money.”

“We are too small…too old.”

Why do we so often focus on our deficits instead of our strengths? Perhaps it’s human 
nature or a result of our fears and insecurities. KTT is a small church. The majority of 
our members are over the age of 60, like so many Churches of Scotland. I’ve been in this 
congregation over three years. We’ve maintained a steady attendance of regular worshippers, 
something to be commended in a vacancy. But we do fear for the future. Will we survive?

There are days that I too get caught up in what we lack. I wonder how we would be 
different if we had more people. More children. More people to operate our technology.

We so often focus on our shortcomings. We too easily get stuck in what we don’t have. So, 
as we think about Christmas and the season of giving gifts, here are the gifts that our small 
church offers: I see a church full of people who love each other and seek ways to show that 
love. I see church social events overflowing with homemade food and baking. The act of 
cooking for another and sharing meals together is one of the friendliest ways we express 
hospitality and Christian fellowship. How often do we see Jesus sharing a meal with his 
friends? I see a church that makes sure they greet as many people as possible, especially the 
person they don’t know. I see a church that more than anything wants to love and be loved 
in return.

Usually our only two children are Robbie & Brooke. We would love more children and 
a Sunday School but when Robbie & Brooke come to church they’re greeted by name. 
They get their own special slot in the service to share what’s been going on in their lives. 
Sometimes they play or watch videos. We don’t mind. We love having them! A small church 
knows how important it is to have children in worship.

Not all children can sit through a service, but too often we sell our kids short. Those 
children are learning the rhythms and rituals of worship, learning what it means to be a 
part of a community.

I think our small church is a gift. You know that each person here is vital to our continuing 
ministry and to the kingdom of God. You know each other’s names and stories. You look 
around and notice if someone is missing and make a point to get in touch. Obviously we 
want more people to come but instead of being discouraged we should value our small 

Message from our Locum Minister
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Well I can hardly believe that our Summer and Autumn are over since our last magazine. 

I would like to begin with a huge thank you to Flora Little who for a good number 
of years was our Session Clerk. Flora decided two years ago to retire from some of 
her church duties, but it was nearly impossible to find someone to step into her shoes 
as Session Clerk. Flora agreed to carry on for another year and I would shadow her 
and try to learn what is required of a Session Clerk! I now take on this role and I will 
endeavour to carry out my duties to the best of my abilities. I thank you Flora for your 
hard work and dedication to KTT Church and I know I can rely on your support 
going forward.

Although I took over as Session Clerk on 31 May 2019 our Session, like other 
committees, does not meet over the Summer months. I am really just beginning my 
duties now and I look forward to the exciting times that lie ahead. 

In late July I had some excitement in my own family with the birth of my third 
grandchild, Logan Dean Hair, on 31st July. He is a beautiful, healthy wee boy and his 

Message from our Session Clerk

church. After all, the church began as small house communities – intimate groups who 
shared meals, resources and lives together. In a culture that is crying out for connection and 
community, small churches are a gift that is greatly needed. The church is one of the few 
places left where intergenerational communities gather together.

You have a valuable history here at KTT. Everyone knows your children’s names and stories. 
They’ve watched them grow up. You have all been present through shared difficulties and 
joys precisely because you are a small church with a shared history who care about each 
other. 

Let’s give thanks for our small churches and the momentous ways they take five loaves and 
two fish and multiply them everyday. We worship a God who praises the small gifts of a 
widow’s mite and who promises us that the faith of a mustard seed can move mountains. 
Small churches are a gift who change lives and the world through the simple gift of love. 

In Hebrews we’re told to spur one another towards love and good deeds and to encourage 
one another.  It’s a wonderful thing to be an encourager and it’s also a wonderful thing to 
be encouraged. In the season of advent as we look forward to celebrating the birth of Christ 
and the festive season, let’s look out for those who need a friend and reach out as Christ 
Himself would reach out.

Wishing you a joyful and peaceful Christmas.

Mhairi 
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big brother and sister, Robbie and Brooke, are absolutely besotted with him. This made 
me think. In our Church family there are lots of occasions that we can celebrate but 
as we all know, along with the happy times we also have sad times. It affects all of our 
Church family when we lose dear friends from our congregation. 

As you know we are still in a vacancy and I would like to thank Rev. Mhairi Wallace 
for her time and commitment to KTT. I would also like to welcome our new Interim 
Moderator David Gibson who joined us on 1 July 2019.

As we once again approach Advent and Christmas may I take this opportunity to wish 
you all a wonderful Christmas and a very healthy and happy New Year? 

Andrea Houston, Session Clerk

Message from the Treasurer
Dear all

Within the Church, we have had the Spring and Summer sessions, with all the 
enjoyable social activities that go on within those sessions.

Like the rest of the year the church has ongoing bills: insurance, heat, light 
and stationery costs to list but a few, together with many other monthly bills. 
All contributions are gratefully received from all our events.

During the last session we took possession of our new Manse and I think 
we should all be proud of the building we now call our Manse. Thanks to 
everyone involved for their sterling work.

Christmas is a time for family and I hope everyone has the Christmas they wish 
for. Please think of the Church when you can, as, it too will be thinking of its 
family both large and small.

Your financial support is always welcome, but most of all, your friendship and 
fellowship is most important for the future of KTT!

Tom Riddet 

Treasurer

Happiness is not about
Getting all you want,
It is about enjoying

All you have!

There are 4 very

Important words in life:

Love, honesty, truth, respect.

Without these in your life,

You have nothing!
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FABRIC REPORT

TINWALD MANSE, 6 SUNDEW LANE, DUMFRIES DG1 3TW

Now that the old Manse has been sold we have been concentrating on acquiring 

and commissioning a new Manse. The new owners of the old Manse have done a 

wonderful job in repairing the old Manse both inside and out. 

The General Trustees of The Church of Scotland have taken ownership of the 

new Manse which is of The Sanquhar type built by Story Homes. The cost was 

£304,950 but this sum was reduced by £5000 when Story returned the deposit to 

The General Trustees. 

The house has been equipped with all the necessary kitchen and white goods. The 

furnishing has been selected, delivered and fitted. Our Locum Minister Mhairi 
Wallace has moved in and spends the necessary days in the Manse when she has 

been working in the Dumfriesshire area. This arrangement also allows the house 

to be designated a Manse by The General Trustees of The Church of Scotland. 

Sandy Mitchell has agreed to take on the administration of the Manse on behalf of 

The Fabric Committee.

Torthorwald Church was severely damaged during a storm but I am very 

grateful to those who have worked with great skill to repair the damage to the 

walls and replace the window. The cost of the repairs have been covered by our 

insurance policy with The General Trustees of The Church of Scotland. I would 

like to thank Jean and Frank Wilson who supervised the cleaning of the Church 

after works were completed.

Tinwald Church windows will soon be fitted with protection grills. No planning 
permission was required by Dumfries and Galloway Council to carry out this 

work. The cost for this work has been financed through the SWEAT fund and the 
work will be carried out by Rainbow Glass. Tinwald Church is well looked after 

by Bill Houston and a number of willing members.

Kirkmichael Church is well maintained by Dickie Copeland and other members. 

Dickie has also been most useful in giving sound advice for the maintenance of all 

three Churches.

John Charteris. Convener.
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WEEKLY WORSHIP
At a recent meeting of the Kirk Session it was agreed to 
hold more United Church Services in the winter months 
and during school holidays. Please check the 2020 
calendar enclosed with this magazine, also on the KTT 
Website and the weekly intimation sheet to see where 
the Sunday church service is being held. The time of the 
united services will remain at 9.45am.

KIRKMICHAEL, TINWALD & TORTHORWALD CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 

GUILD ARTICLE   

GUILD STRATEGY 2018 to 2021 – ONE JOURNEY, MANY ROADS 

GUILD THEME 2019/20– COMPANIONS ON THE ROAD 

As I sit down on the morning of 30th October 2019 to write this article, my 
spirits are uplifted by this beautiful Autumn day. Earlier today I was out on 
the farm feeding my flock of pet sheep (or as my husband John calls them 
“my flock of pests)” and it was indeed a cold morning. Nevertheless, the sun 
was shining and as I looked over Dumfries across to Criffel and then as far 
as the Solway coast, the surrounding countryside was not only beautiful and 
sparkling in the sunshine but it was reassuringly familiar. 

How very fortunate we all are to live in such a wonderful place as Dumfries 
& Galloway. Like many of you I have lived all my life in this area - coming to 
Greenbogue Farm as a toddler and then moving up to Hemplands Farm with 
Mum and Dad in May 1962. This beautiful place has been the backdrop to my 
life’s journey and makes me think of all the wonderful companions I have had 
the privilege to share this journey with - through Torthorwald Primary School 
and Sunday School, KTT Church and my beloved Guild, also as a member of 
Collin SWI and with many other good folks throughout the community. 

We are made for companionship and it is those we meet along life’s journey 
that influence us and enhance the journey. As Christians, we know too, that 
God is always with us to support and guide us. 

Our syllabus for session 2019/20 had been put together with a view to 
exploring this theme of “Companions on the Road.” 
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Our meeting in October was held in Kirkmichael Hall where our speaker was 
Rev Janice Aiton who is the Rector of St John’s Scottish Episcopal Church 
in Dumfries. Janice gave us a very interesting presentation which examined 
our theme by describing the different groups of children she had worked with 
and supported throughout her working life. 

In November we welcomed Julie Chisholm from Dumfriesshire and Stewartry 
Women’s Aid. This is a charitable organisation for women and children 
whose lives have been affected by domestic abuse. This meeting was held 
on Wednesday 13th November and was an afternoon meeting (1.30pm to 
3.30pm) in Tinwald Parish Hall, Amisfield. 

We do not have a meeting in December. 

Our first meeting of 2020 is an afternoon meeting (1.30pm to 3.30pm) in 
Torthorwald Hall on Wednesday 8th January when our speaker is Judith Mylne 
from JTS. Just Trading Scotland is a fair trade importer creating markets for 
small scale producers in Asia and Africa. JTS was set up 10 years ago and 
since then has developed partnerships with these small producers and with 
supporters across Scotland and the UK. It will be interesting to learn of their 
journey of the last 10 years and hear what they plan for the future. 

On Wednesday 12th February 2020 our afternoon meeting (1.30pm to 3.30pm) 
will be held in Kirkmichael Hall when we are having a musical afternoon and 
will be entertained by Lochthorn Harpists. 

This brings us to our A.G.M. on Wednesday 11th March at 7.30pm in Tinwald 
Parish Hall, Amisfield. That evening we will also receive an update on how 
our National Guild Projects are progressing and how much money has been 
raised so far for each project. 

Our end of session fellowship meal will take place on Wednesday 15th April 
but no decision has yet been made on the venue. 

Please feel free to call us for more information on our plans for this session. 
Please contact myself, Nessie Carson (Leader) on 01387 750225 or Morag 
Brown (Secretary) on 01387 710292.  

We will be happy to give anyone a copy of our new syllabus and/or would be 
delighted to welcome new members. Also, if there are any of our meetings 
which you feel would be of special interest to you please come along as a 
guest and you are assured of a warm welcome – not forgetting tea/coffee 
and biscuits (our budget even stretches to chocolate biscuits - we all need 
chocolate on life’s journey don’t we!!!) 

With all best wishes, Nessie.
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DRUMMUIR FARM
ICE CREAM PARLOUR

Clarencefield Road, 
Collin, Dumfries DG1 4PX

Light lunches
and home baking.
Over 30 different

flavours of ice cream.
Tel: 01387 750599
www.drummuirfarm.co.uk

BRITMILK
Supplier of Quality Calf Milk

Forage Additives
& Mineral Supplements

“Quality without Compromise”
for further information contact

Tel: 01387 750459

Social Events Team
We would like to thank everyone who has continued to support our social 
events over the past 6 months. We have raised £2484 this year. All this money 
goes towards running our Church. 
As usual the committee has been busy. In August we held our Cream Teas in 
Kirkmichael Parish Hall, these were well supported by faces old and new. I hope 
you enjoy reading about these teas on page 11 of this magazine. A big thank 
you to Agnes and Marion for writing this article. 
Torthorwald Village Hall was the venue for our next event, the Harvest Social. 
This has been running for a number of years and once again it was a sell 
out! Everyone enjoyed a delicious meal followed by an evening of music and 
laughter in the company of John Glover and Co. 
We look forward to welcoming you to our future events, please note the 
following dates: 
8 December 2019 - Carols for Christmas, Heathhall Community Centre, 2pm - 
4pm 
31 January  2020 - Quiz Night, Tinwald Parish Hall, 7.30pm 
16 February 2020 - Communion Brunch, Torthorwald Parish Hall, following the 
Communion Service 
18 April 2020 - Coffee Morning, Assembly Rooms, 10am - 12 noon.
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Worship and Afternoon Tea with Our Moderator

On Sunday 18th August the congregation 
of KTT spent a very pleasant day with the 
Moderator of Dumfries and Kirkcudbright 
Presbytery, Mrs Sylvia Livingston. 

Sylvia lives in Castle Douglas and the 
Rev. Mhairi Wallace our Locum Minister 
brought her to our service at 9.45am in 
Tinwald Church.

After Sylvia had been warmly welcomed 
to KTT, she gave greetings from 
Presbytery and told everyone how she 
was humbled and excited at the same 
time as she endeavours to carry out her 
Moderator duties throughout 2019/ 
2020. 

At the end of the service Sylvia was 
quite happy to have photographs taken 
with KTT Guild members and also with 
our Elder John Charteris whose great 
uncle, Archibald Hamilton Charteris was 
the founder of the Church of Scotland 
Woman’s Guild. 

Sylvia is a dedicated Guild member and 
as the Guild three-year strategy is “One 

Journey Many Roads” with this year’s 
theme being “Companions on the 

Road,” Sylvia has her own companion on 
the road…..a teddy bear called Archibald 
(named after Archibald H Charteris) 
which accompanies Sylvia everywhere.

That same afternoon we held our Cream 
Teas in Kirkmichael Parish Hall and Sylvia 
came along and enjoyed an afternoon of 
home baking and fellowship with visitors 
and the congregation of KTT. 

Members of KTT had a very pleasant 
day with the Moderator and we all wish 
her all our blessings for the rest of her 
Moderator’s year as she visits other 
congregations within the Presbytery.

Contributed by Andrea Houston.
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TORTHORWALD CHURCH
We are sorry to inform you that Mr Millar Cameron has resigned 
as Assistant Clerk of Torthorwald Church and also from the Fabric 
Committee.

We would like to express our sincere thanks to Millar for all the 
work he has done over the years in representing Torthorwald 
Church.

It is essential that we have a contact person for Torthorwald and 
also someone to serve on the Fabric Committee. 

This is an important issue and needs to be resolved as quickly as 
possible.

For further information please contact Mrs Andrea Houston, 
Session Clerk. Tel: 01387 263652

Please give this matter some thought…..The CHURCH NEEDS YOU!

KTT Kirk Session

Give Lavishly!  
Give Abundantly!

The more you give, the more you get..
The more you laugh, the less you fret..
The more you do unselfishly
The more you live abundantly..

The more of everything you share..
The more you’ll always have to spare..
The more you love, the more you’ll find
That life is good and friends are kind..

For only what we give away, 
Enriches us from day to day.

Contributed by May Copeland

A Favourite 
Recipe.
Take a cup of kindness,
Mix it well with love,
Add a lot of patience
And faith in God 
above,
Sprinkle very 
generously 
With joy and thanks 
and cheer,
And you’ll have lots of 
angel food
To feast on all the year.

Contributed by  
May Copeland
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KTT CREAM TEAS
On Sunday 18th August we had our annual KTT Cream Teas in Kirkmichael Hall. This 
was a great success with many people turning up. We arrived and had a look around 
for somewhere to sit; there were some spaces, but at the back of the hall we noticed a 
couple we didn’t know, sitting by themselves.

We asked if we could join them and we started chatting. They told us they came from 
Lochmaben and had read the flyer at Tesco’s about the Cream Teas. Which only goes to 
prove that advertising the event is the way to go!

We had a delicious tea with lots of home baking all served by the ladies. The men also 
did a great job keeping everyone’s cup filled up with tea or coffee. We were pleased 
to see the cakes had been cut into small pieces so we could try a few different things 
without feeling too greedy! Well, that’s the excuse we gave!

We were joined by some ladies from our keep-fit class and we had a really lovely time 
chatting to them all. The couple from Lochmaben were so nice and added to our 
conversation and by the noise in the hall it seemed that it was a happy occasion enjoyed 
by everyone. What a nice feeling of fellowship!

The event was well worth the effort put in by the KTT members and we must thank 
everyone in front of and behind the scenes. It was their dedication that made it so good 
and we look forward to many more times like this one.

Kindest regards to all and God Bless.

Contributed by Agnes and Marion.
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On Friday 28th September 2018 at 
Heathhall Bowling Club, myself and a 
group of ladies from KTT set out to host 
a morning of coffee, fund raising and 
chatting for a great cause - Macmillan 
Cancer Research. 

I’m sure you will all have heard of the 
World’s Biggest Coffee Morning. Mum and 
I decided to do this because it wasn’t so 
long ago that one of our own, Brenda and 
Hugh Dunlop’s daughter Lynn, had been 
diagnosed with breast cancer and was 
undergoing chemotherapy, an operation 
and countless other treatments to fight this 
horrible disease. Lynn is now enjoying life 
with her new husband Kieron and is doing 
well. This was a brilliant morning that 
raised £447.07. One person in particular 
who was a tremendous help that morning, 
was our own Margaret Edgar. She turned 
up early on to drop off some baking for 
the morning and ended up being one of 
the last to leave! She rolled her sleeves 
up, and in typical Margaret fashion, got in 
amongst the dishes and they were washed 
and dried in no time. Little did we know, 
this would be one of the last times that 
Margaret would get to socialise with her 
friends in KTT. She headed off to Australia 
a couple of weeks later for her usual Winter 

spent with her family. Unfortunately when 
she returned in early March this year 
feeling under the weather, she received 
the news that she had cancer and that 
her body was just not strong enough to 
cope. Sadly, Margaret passed away on 4th 
May this year with her girls by her side. 
She is sorely missed by all, especially her 
‘can do’ and hard working attitude to life 
in general. Of course, we couldn’t let this 
year go past without holding another 
Coffee Morning in memory of Margaret. 
So, we got together and we did it all again 
and this time raised a fantastic amount of 
£505.10 for Macmillan. There were laughs, 
cries, panics and a dash out to get more 
scones but it was all worth it! Thank you to 
everyone who helped contribute to these 
events with home baking, raffle prizes, 
setting up the tables and clearing up 
afterwards. But most of all many thanks to 
all who came to share the mornings with 
us to raise money. We hope to do it all 
again next year!! Thank you. 

Caitlin Robinson.

Macmillan Coffee Morning
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John Pagan & Son
Funeral Directors & Memorial Consultants

Part of Dignity plc. A British Company.

Pre Paid Funeral Plans
Green Burials
104 Annan Road
Dumfries DG1 3EQ
Tel: 01387 254016
Fax: 01387 250906

D Stephen
Professional Tree Work
All aspects of tree surgery

Tree reports and health 
diagnosis

Full site clearance
Unimog & Chipper

Tel 01576 510201
Mob 07788170877

www.dstephentreesurgery.co.uk

M & S Auto 
Services

4 Catherinefield 
Industrial Estate,

Heathhall, Dumfries
Approved car and 

commercial accident 
repair centre. Free 

estimates.

Tel: 01387 256838

EVENTS

E V E N T  D E C O R  H I R E

TANTRUM

T 01387 248505 M 07950 028074
74 Annan Road, Dumfries DG1 3EQ

E info@tantrumevents.co.uk
W www.tantrumevents.co.uk

Balloons, Fancy Dress, 

Party Accessories, 

Invitations, Personalised 

Printed Balloons & 

Banners, Hen Party 

Supplies and so much 

more….

If you see someone falling behind,

Walk beside them.

If you see someone being ignored,

Find a way to include them.

Always remind people of their worth.

One small act could mean the world to them.
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Joseph Holland, a well known young face in our Church, has now been at 

Glasgow University for a few weeks and appears to have settled in quite well. 

Knowing his parents were going to spend the day with him on Saturday I decided 

to send some baking for him to enjoy. Here is a little of his reply:

“Things are going well up here in Glasgow, I’m really enjoying my classes, the 

University is stunning and there’s lots to do. I’m certainly kept busy. One thing 

that’s particularly gotten me hooked is cricket, I went to the taster session this last 

week and can’t get enough of it.

It’s certainly helped with going to Syracuse, although I already feel more like a 

second year rather than a first year! Still, it’s taking some adjusting going from 
tranquil countryside to having a waste disposal depot just 200 metres from my 

room….lovely!

The point is I’m surviving, I’ve not yet poisoned myself from cooking, which is 

good and I’m living as healthily as I can as a student!”

I hope to have more news of him for the next magazine.

Sylvia Womack.

Our trip to Prague.
On Monday 9th September Margaret, 
John, Brenda and I flew from a rainy 
Glasgow to arrive in Prague. It was 
a wet evening there and we had a 
slight wait for our transfer taxi but that 
was compensated for with a friendly, 
informative driver. His English was very 
good so we learned a lot about Prague 
as we travelled to our small, modern 
hotel in the city centre. We were all 
tired so had a drink and then went to 
bed hoping for better weather in the 
morning.

The following morning we woke up to 
a warm, dry day. After a tasty breakfast 
we set off on foot, to discover the 
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delights of that lovely, old city. The 
previous night’s driver had told us that 
Prague was largely undamaged in World 
War 2. We headed to the Old Town 
Square which is surrounded by beautiful 
buildings including churches. We 
waited to see the famous Astronomical 
Clock in operation at 11am. It was well 
worth seeing! There were many people 
on guided tours as well as sightseers 
like ourselves so the Square was very 
busy. There were people dressed up as 
Pandas, Polar Bears and Gorillas who 
were earning money from tourists who 
had photos taken with them. One man 
had a lime green python for tourists 
to pose with. We had a wander inside 
St Nicholas Church (a Czech Hussite 
Church) to admire the sculptures and 
frescos and to learn its history. We 
discovered that there was going to be 
an organ and trumpet concert there at 
5pm so booked tickets for that. We then 
carried on through old, narrow streets 
to the famous Charles Bridge which has 
statues along each side and great views 
over the Vltava river. The bridge was 
very busy with tourists and also a Jazz 
Band, String Quartet, Artists working at 
their easels and souvenir sellers. We had 
lunch at a restaurant across the river. 
John and I tried Goulash Soup which is 
like a stew but served in a bread bowl! 
It was very tasty but it seemed strange 
eating the bowl! After more exploring 
we walked back over the Charles Bridge 
to head to the Square. On the way 
there we all decided to sample another 
local delicacy. ‘Chimneys’ are spirals of 
doughnut type food which are filled 

with various fruits, chocolate and LOTS 
of cream so are very filling! Later, we all 
enjoyed an hour of organ and trumpet 
music by composers such as Handel, 
Bach, Mozart and Purcell.

The sun was shining again on 
Wednesday morning. After booking 
seats for another concert that evening, 
we walked along the riverside. On the 
way there we entered a small square 
where there was a wooden bell tower 
of about 15 metres high. It was made 
from plain soft wood and the ‘bell’ 
consisted of a metal tube hanging from 
a wire. Two elderly men spoke to us 
and informed us that it was put there to 
commemorate a church from the past. 
The men were on holiday from Australia 
but one had been born in Prague and 
the other in Scotland. On reaching the 
river we made our way to a building 
known as the Dancing House (Ginger 
and Fred). It is a very modern looking 
building that looks vaguely like a couple 
ballroom dancing. When we crossed the 
river we had lunch and watched River 
Boats go through a canal type lock at the 
side of the river. After lunch we passed a 
memorial to the 9-11 disaster in America. 
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A lady stood there in tears, reading out 
a list of names and we all felt very sad 
for her. It was only later that we realised 
that the date was 11th September! We 
then went up to see Prague Castle which 
we were told is the largest castle in the 
world. It is certainly beautiful with many 
interesting buildings and is used by the 
President of the Czech Republic. It was 
another full day and in the evening we 
enjoyed a concert by the Prague Vivaldi 
Orchestra of historic instruments. It 
included Vivaldi’s Four Seasons and part 
of Mozart’s ‘Prague’ Symphony. We all 
enjoyed it immensely! 

On Thursday morning we booked a 
taxi and travelled to Prague Zoo. It was 
more like a Safari Park so the animals 
had plenty of room to move around. 
Margaret loves gorillas so seeing them 
was a priority. We all enjoyed watching 
them peering through a window to see 
their food being prepared. Richard, the 
silverback sat facing the kitchen door 
until he was spoon fed through the 
railings. When we managed to prise 
Margaret away from there we saw lots of 
different animals. Brenda was desperate 
to see the elephants so we travelled on 
a chair lift to get to a higher level of the 
zoo. We also saw a rare breed of horse. 
That was Brenda and Margaret happy 

so while they sat for a while John and 
I visited a tropical house where we had 
Fruit Bats flying past our heads. We had 
a great time at the zoo and Margaret 
even managed to buy stamps for her 
postcards. She had previously tried 
to buy them in lots of different shops 
in Prague to no avail and had decided 
it would be easier to buy cannabis in 
Prague than it is to buy stamps! We also 
had to be careful buying chocolate to 
take home because a lot of it contains 
cannabis. It felt very strange that it is 
legal! In the evening we had dinner in 
a restaurant in a quiet little square near 
our hotel and had a lovely chat with our 
waitress who was studying at university.

Friday morning arrived all too quickly 
and we had to go home. We were 
pleased when our taxi driver arrived 
to take us to the airport as he was the 
same man who drove us in to Prague on 
Monday evening. He was delighted to 
hear that we had enjoyed every minute 
of our time in his beautiful city. Margaret 
had done an amazing job in planning 
and organising our trip to Prague and 
even organised good weather! Prague is 
definitely a city worth a visit and we will 
enjoy our memories for years to come.

Contributed by Hugh Dunlop.
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Rhoda’s
Hair Design

Unit 10, 

Herries Court, 

Heathhall, 

Dumfries. 

Tel: 01387 264310

Robert D Watson  

Roofing Services

Beauly, Castle Loch, 

Lochmaben DG11 1NN

Free Estimates & Advice

All types of roofing and  

general repair works including 

fascias, guttering, pointing  

and lead work. 

07703 063560 • 01387 811941

rdwatsonroofing@hotmail.com

Q.  Who hides in the bakery at 
Christmas?

A.  A mince spy. (mince pie)!

Q.  What do you call a reindeer 
without eyes?

A.  No - eye deer. (no idea)!

Q.  We’re having “Gran” for 
Christmas.

A.  Really, we’re having Turkey!!!

Q.  At E-Bay, why didn’t anyone bid 
for Rudolph and Blitzen?

A.  Because they were two deer. (too 
dear)!

Q. What did Santa say to Mrs Claus 
when he looked out the window?

A.  It looks like rain dear! (Reindeer)!

Christmas Jokes
Q.  Why did the turkey cross the 

road?
A. To prove it wasn’t chicken!

Q.  How does King Wenceslas like his 
pizza?

A. Deep pan, crisp and even!

Q. What’s the favourite Key at 
Christmas?

A.  Tur - Key  (Turkey)!

Q.  What’s a parents favourite carol?
A.  Silent Night!

Q.  How many letters in a Xmas 
Alphabet?

A.  26...No 25! There is no “L”!  
(Noel)

Contributed by Nancy Robison
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WILLIAM WAUGH & 
SONS (Builders) Ltd.

est. 1815

All types of building 
work undertaken.

General repairs - alterations - 
extensions - Dumfries shop fitters
All aspects of joinery work.

Tel: 01387 740216 / 740264
Fax: 01387 740586

Email: enquiries@williamwaugh.com
Broadford, Auldgirth, Dumfries.

LIGHTING OF 
DISTINCTION BY 
J.B. McCORMICK

27a Galloway Street
Dumfries DG2 7TN

Tel: 01387 268837
Fax: 01387 250055

Emergency: 07795 484752
All industrial, commercial and 

private work undertaken.
Free quotes available.

01387 252240

Est. 1974

21 Buccleuch Street

Dumfries, DG1 2AT

www.wilsons-dumfries.co.uk

The Latest Home

Audio, Visual & Appliance

Technology.

info@wilsons-dumfries.co.uk

Bright New Start
Decorating Services

Friendly, Reliable, Clean
Competitive Rates

Free Estimates

Call Phil on:

01387 860415
07543 901581

www.brightnewstart.net

Let Them Be Little

Because they’re only that 

way for a while.

Give them hope, give them 

love, every day.

Let them cry, let them giggle, 

Let them sleep in the middle.

Oh, just let them be little!

A Friend

A friend is someone we turn to,

When out spirits need a lift,

A friend is someone we treasure,

For true friendship is a gift.

A friend is someone who fills our lives,
With beauty and joy and grace.

And makes the world that we live in

A better and happier place!
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Christmas Craft Fun For the 
Children….and Grown Ups!!

Supplies

Pine cones 

Green spray paint

Old wine corks 
Scissors 

Hot glue gun and glue 

Miniature wooden stars

Directions

Spray paint the outer edges of the pine cone 

with green spray paint. Make it look like a real 

tree by leaving the inside brown. Let the paint 
dry.

Cut a wine cork in half and hot glue it to the 

bottom of the pine cone. Let the glue dry.

Hot glue the star to the top. Let it dry. Then 
enjoy! 

PINE CONE
christmas trees

You might think that you don’t matter 

In this world, but because of you,

Someone has a favourite mug to drink their tea out 

of that you bought them. Someone 

hears a song on the radio and it reminds them of you.

Someone has read a book you recommended to them and

gotten lost in its pages.

Someone’s remembered a joke you told them and smiled

to themselves on the bus!
Never think you don’t have an impact!

Your fingerprints can’t be wiped away from the 
little marks of kindness

that you’ve left behind!!

Contributed by Margaret Conway
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The Manor Hotel & Restaurant
Torthorwald

Excellent Bar or Restaurant Food
Seven Nights a Week

Sunday Lunchtime Carvery
Tel: 01387 750555

www.manorhotels.co.uk
email: info@manorhotels.co.uk

Everything for the garden

Coffee Shop

Gifts & Cards

Pets & Acquatics

Country Clothing

Edinburgh Road, 
Dumfries 

Tel: 01387 263101

ALBA GUTTER 

SERVICES
Tel:  

07955 470694

Email: 

albagutterservices@gmail.com

www.albagutterservices.co.uk

Update on Crossreach

If you would like any updated information relating to Crossreach Scotland 

such as events, crafts etc. 

Please email :  events@crossreach.org.uk

Or for their Christmas card and calendar Catalogue 2019:

Email:  shop.crossreach.org.uk

You will find lots of information about this great cause and see what amazing 
things are taking place throughout Scotland to help with this great charity.
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It was a really wet and windy morning 
when we set off to Scotland’s most 
northerly point, Cape Wrath, to join two 
couples from Dumfries and Galloway 
in a cottage with spectacular views 
over the Pentland Firth. We packed all 
our wet weather gear which we never 
needed as the temperature rose to 80 
degrees.

After about 5 hours of driving we came 
across the most extraordinary Inn 
called The Crask Inn, in the middle of 
nowhere, which is between Lairg and 
John O’Groats. The Inn stands in wild, 
expansive countryside, brooded over 
by 3156 feet Ben Kilbreck, the highest 
mountain in the district. Built around 
1815 by the Sutherland Estate, this 
most remote of havens has provided 
welcome refuge for generations of 
weary travellers in the far north. It is 
a single track road built by Thomas 
Telford of Dumfriesshire fame and 
the only electricity comes from the 
Inn’s own small generator. There are 

A Magical Consecrated Inn in 

The Wilds Of Sutherland

no street lights to pollute the clear 
night skies or disturb the sheep which 
are cared for by former owners who 
now live in the converted Bunkhouse 
nearby. Mike and Kai Geldard gifted 
the Inn recently to Bishop Mark of 
the Scottish Episcopal Church and 
guests are looked after by Dr. Denise 
and Douglas Campbell, formerly from 
Dumfriesshire. The welcome inside is 
as warm as the peat stove in the tiny 
bar. An informal church service is held 
on the third Thursday of the month 
and evening prayer is offered daily 
in the lounge and all are welcome. 
While Dr Denise is out at her surgery 
Douglas makes delicious tray bakes and 
cakes and these are put out on the 
bar. While we were there we met two 
Dutch couples who come every year as 
they love it so much and other tourists 
also turned up. The Church service is 
packed on the third Thursday of the 
month and of course they do not have 
to go too far to the bar which is also 
consecrated as well as the Inn.
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James Bell 
Builders

Est. 1979

Covering all trades

Extensions

Renovations

General Building Work

Tel: 01387 860328
Mobile: 07801 904887

After arriving at Durness at the cottage 
we had a wonderful dinner cooked 
by our friends, consisting of oysters 
collected from the rocks on the 
beach and fresh mackerel which we 
barbequed.

The next day the weather was glorious 
at 80 degrees so we walked on the 
beautiful sandy beach; collected 
mussels and oysters and had a BBQ. 
There is a wonderful chocolate factory 
and their chocolate drink is to die 
for! There is also an interesting cave 
complex called The Smoo Cave to visit. 
Durness attracts tourists who love the 
spectacular countryside of lochs, glens 
and rivers and the great Ben Hope 
Mountain which is the most northerly 
Munro in Scotland and reaches 3040 
feet into the sky!

Contributed by  

Antoinette Charteris 

Saying a Prayer for 
His Christmas Meal

Lee, A seven-year-old boy, was asked 
to say thanks for the Christmas dinner.  
The family members bowed their 
heads in expectation.   Lee began his 
prayer, thanking God for his Mum, 
Dad, brothers, sister, Grandma and all 
his aunts and uncles. Then he began to 
thank God for the food. 

He gave thanks for the turkey, the 
stuffing, the Christmas pudding, even 
the cranberry sauce. Then Lee paused 
and everyone waited ... and waited.   
After a long silence, the young fellow 
looked up at his mother and asked, “If 
I thank God for the brussel sprouts, 
won’t he know that I’m lying?”

PARCEL OF WORRIES
Make all your worries into a 

parcel

And fasten it tightly with string,

And then you’ll have time to see 

flowers and trees,
To listen and hear the birds sing.

Then carry your parcel down to 

the river,

Or, better still, out to the sea,

And with a great heave, throw 

your worries away,

Start living, relaxing, be free!

Contributed by Barbara Hyslop.
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The Legend of Poinsettia:  
A Children’s Xmas Story from Mexico 

Dr. Joel Poinsett, who was the first ambassador to Mexico, brought the bright red star-
shaped flower to the United States Hence, it was named Poinsettia. It is also known as 
“Flame Leaf” or “Flower of the Holy Night”. 

The legend related to this delightful Christmas flower is Mexican too. However, it must 
be remembered there are two versions of the story. In one version, the two small children 
of the story are known as Maria and her little brother Pablo; while in another version, 
two cousins are mentioned by the names of Pepita and Pedro. …………..

There was once a brother and sister who were very poor. They lived in a small village 
and had barely enough food for two full meals a day. As Christmas time approached, 
festivities, parades and parties in the village attracted the children. The gaiety of the 
season in itself was wonderful. Moreover, a large manger scene was being set up in the 
village church and all the children were eager to go to Baby Jesus and give him their 
best present. 

Maria and Pablo also wanted to give presents to the Holy Child. While all children were 
discussing what they thought was best for the baby and what they would buy as the gift 
for Him, Maria and Pablo knew that they had no money at all to buy any present and 
had nothing that they could give as a gift to the child. 

They were determined to go to church and see the boy child. So, on Christmas Eve, 
Maria and Pablo set out for the village church a little earlier than the others to attend 
the service. 

Since they had nothing to give to the child, they thought of picking some weeds that 
were growing along the roadside so as to make a soft bed for Baby Jesus and to decorate 
his crib. While they were still decorating the crib of the Baby, other children arrived. 
Now, children can be very cruel when it comes to teasing and making fun of others; 
Maria and Pablo were almost in tears for shame and helplessness when a miracle 
occurred. 

Suddenly, the weeds burst into bright red petals that looked like stars and were so 
beautiful that everyone was awestruck with their beauty. Everybody realised and said 
that a gift of love is dearer to Jesus than the most expensive presents that money could 
buy. 

Ever since that day, Poinsettia flowers have become favourites for Christmas decorations.
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Congratulations
Congratulations to Valerie Lewis, Hugh Dunlop, John 

Lockhart and Jennifer Lockhart who have recently 
celebrated special birthdays.

Congratulations to Angela and Stewart Lockerbie who 
celebrated their Silver Wedding in August, Jane and 

Callum Kennedy who celebrated their Silver Wedding in 
October and Roseanne and Eric Johnstone who celebrated 

the occasion of their marriage in September.

We would also like to congratulate anyone  
in the congregation who has had a special celebration  

in the last six months that we are not aware of.

IAN LEWIS
Plumber Ltd
Central heating

Licensed business
Sanitary engineer
01387 740473

ian@ianlewisplumber.co.uk
Glenfoot, Auldgirth, 

Dumfriesshire DG2 0XR

Pamela Davers 
Hairdressing
MOBILE HAIRDRESSING 

IN THE COMFORT 
OF YOUR OWN HOME. 

COMPETITIVE RATES 
LIMITED AVAILABILITY

PLEASE CONTACT
01387 264220 



Registe
rChurch

Request:
Would members of the congregation please advise the Locum minister or their elder 
if they hear of anyone who is sick or in hospital.

BAPTISMS

Harvey Ronald Naish Tinwald Church 8 September 2019
Cairn James Hamilton Torthorwald Church 27 October  2019

WEDDINGS

Shona Wardrop  
and Keith Logue Tinwald Church 8 June 2019
Roseanne Patterson  
and Eric Johnstone Corner House Hotel Annan 9 September 2019

DEATHS  DATE OF DEATH                                                
Pamela Bell Private 11 June 2019
Phyllis Gibson Chapel of Rest /  
 Gamerigg Cemetery 24 July 2019
Hilda Hill Tinwald Church /  
 Tinwald Cemetery 23 August 2019
David King Chapel of Rest /  
 St. Blanes Cemetery 28 September 2019
Joyce Ballantyne Roucan Loch 9 October 2019

CERTIFICATES OF TRANSFERENCE

Jane Martin
Margaret and William Riddet

NEW MEMBERS

Mary and Jeffrey Swan



Solway Print Tel. 01387 262960

Thank you to our Thank you to our 
advertisersadvertisers

We would like to thank the 
advertisers who help towards the cost 
of printing this magazine.  We hope 
that when looking for a service you 
do look to put our advertisers first 

and also pass on their details to your 
family and friends.  If you would 
like to advertise for the first time in 
KTT news please contact a member 

of the magazine committee.


